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gal marched on the Dusserra of the last year, corre-
sponding with the 7th of October. Instead of tak-
ing the direct course to Bahar, which had been pre-
scribed, it proceeded by varied deviations and stud-
ied delays to Cuttack, where it arrived late in May
last, having performed a practicable journey of three
months in seven, and concluded it at the instant com-
mencement of the rains, which of course would pre
elude its operations, and afford the government of
Berar a further interval of five months to provide for
the part which it would then be compelled to choose.

In the mean time letters were continually written
by the Kajah and his minister to this government,
explanatory of their situation and motives, proposing
their mediation and guaranty for a peace and alli-
ance with the Peshwa, and professing, without solici-
tation on our part, the most friendly disposition to-
wards us, and the most determined resolution to
maintain it. Conformably to these assurances, and
the acceptance of a proposal made by Moodajee Boos-
la to depute his minister to Bengal for the purpose
of negotiating and concluding the proposed treaty of
peace, application had been made to the Peshwa for
credentials to the same effect.

In the mean time the fatal news arrived of the de-
.feat of your army at Conjeveram. It now became
necessary that every other object should give place or
be made subservient to the preservation of the Car-
natic ; nor would the measures requisite for that end
admit an instant of delay. Peace with the Mahrat-
tas was the first object; to conciliate their alliance,
and that of every other power in natural enmity
with Hyder Ali, the next. Instant measures were
taken (as our general advices will inform you) to se-